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Topic Break Down

Topic No. of Questions

Topic 1, Architecture 5

Topic 2, Administration 7

Topic 3, Development 66

Topic 4, Operations 6

Total 84
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QUESTION NO: 1

Which statements are TRUE about DataStage job parameters? (Choose two.)

A. A job parameter can have a default value.

B. A job parameter value can be overridden at run time.

C. A job must be recompiled whenever a parameter value changes.

D. Every job parameter must be defined in a parameter set.

E. Job parameters can only contain character values.

ANSWER: A B 

Explanation:

A job parameter can have a default value defined in the job properties. The default is used when a run does not supply 
another value for that parameter. Defaults are useful for common settings while still allowing controlled overrides when 
required.

Job parameter values can be overridden at run time. For example, an operator can enter parameter values when starting a 
job from Director, or a command-line process can supply values when starting the job through supported command-line 
options. This allows the same job design to be used with different file names, business dates, connection settings, and other 
runtime values.

Changing a parameter value does not require recompiling the job because parameter values are resolved when the job runs. 
IBM documents parameter definition and runtime use in the DataStage job parameters documentation.

QUESTION NO: 2

The Lookup stage is one of three stages that join records based on the values of key columns.

What are the other stages? (Choose two.)

A. Join

B. Merge

C. Modify

D. Funnel

E. Difference

ANSWER: A B 

Explanation:

In IBM InfoSphere DataStage parallel jobs, the three stages specifically identified for joining records according to key-column 
values are the Lookup, Join, and Merge stages. Therefore, the other two stages are Join and Merge. The Join stage 
combines rows from two input data sets by matching their key values and supports common relational join behavior. The 
Merge stage also works with keyed inputs, merging records with matching key values; its inputs must be sorted on the 
merge keys. These stages are designed for key-based record association, although they differ in input requirements and the 
way the resulting matched data is produced. IBM’s DataStage documentation groups Lookup, Join, and Merge together as 
the stages used to join records based on key columns. See IBM’s Lookup stage documentation and the Join stage 
documentation for details on their keyed-input processing.

QUESTION NO: 3
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Which statements are TRUE about output constraints in a Transformer stage? (Choose two.)

A. A constraint determines whether a row is written to an output link.

B. A row can be written to multiple output links when multiple constraints evaluate to true.

C. A constraint can be used only on a reject link.

D. A row can be sent to only one Transformer output link.

E. A constraint changes the value of the input columns before derivations are evaluated.

ANSWER: A B 

Explanation:

An output constraint determines whether an input row is written to a particular output link. DataStage evaluates the constraint 
for each processed row. If the expression evaluates to true, the row is sent through that output link; if it evaluates to false, 
the row is not sent through that link.

A row can be sent to more than one output link when the constraints on multiple links evaluate to true. This enables a 
Transformer to create parallel output paths, such as sending all valid rows to a target while also sending a subset of rows 
requiring review to a separate output.

A constraint does not change the input row, and it does not require that rows be routed to exactly one output link. IBM 
documents Transformer constraints and output-link processing in the Transformer stage documentation.

QUESTION NO: 4

Which statements are TRUE about the Funnel stage? (Choose two.)

A. It combines records from multiple input links into one output link.

B. A sorted Funnel requires input links sorted on compatible key columns.

C. It performs an equality match between records on two input links.

D. It automatically removes duplicate rows from its output.

E. It requires all input links to be hash partitioned.

ANSWER: A B 

Explanation:

The Funnel stage accepts records from multiple input links and combines them into one output link. It is useful when several 
input streams have compatible metadata and must be brought into a common downstream processing flow.

When the Funnel stage is configured for sorted processing, its input streams must be sorted on compatible key columns. 
The stage can then merge the streams while maintaining the defined order. If the input streams are not sorted consistently, a 
sorted Funnel cannot reliably generate ordered output.

The Funnel stage does not perform relational key matching, and it does not remove duplicate records. Those requirements 
are handled by stages such as Join, Lookup, Merge, or Remove Duplicates, depending on the required processing. IBM 
documents Funnel configuration and processing modes in the Funnel stage documentation.

QUESTION NO: 5

Which of the following actions are available when editing a message handler?

A. Abort Job
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B. Demote to warning

C. Promote to warning

D. Promote to informational

ANSWER: C 

Explanation:

Promote to warning is an available action in the DataStage message-handler editor. Message handlers let a job designer 
define how DataStage responds when a specified message, identified by its message ID, is raised during job execution. One 
supported response is to promote the matched message to warning severity. This allows a message that would otherwise be 
logged at a lower severity to be made more visible in the job log and included in warning reporting, without necessarily 
stopping the job. This is useful when a particular runtime condition needs operational attention but does not warrant treating 
the job as failed. The handler is configured in the job properties and is applied when the matching message is generated, 
enabling standardized treatment of known messages across job runs. IBM documents the message-handler editing controls 
as part of DataStage job design and runtime-message management. See the IBM documentation for InfoSphere Information 
Server 11.3 and the legacy IBM Knowledge Center reference for the Edit Message Handlers window.

QUESTION NO: 6

Which statement about restartable sequence jobs is TRUE?

A. If a restartable sequence aborts, it can be restarted from Director.

B. Choosing “Reset job” from Director will start the job where it left off.

C. Checkpoints are always added to every eligible Job Activity stage in the sequence.

D. There is no way to force a Job Activity stage to return if the sequence got beyond it.

ANSWER: A 

Explanation:

If a restartable sequence aborts, it can be restarted from Director. is correct. A DataStage sequence can be configured 
as restartable so that its execution state is retained at checkpoint boundaries. When such a sequence ends abnormally, an 
operator can use the DataStage Director client to restart it. The restart mechanism uses the saved checkpoint information to 
resume processing from an appropriate point rather than necessarily repeating all previously completed sequence activity.

This capability is intended for operational recovery of sequences that orchestrate multiple job activities. Checkpoint 
processing records the progress required for DataStage to identify what can be reused on restart, while the sequence’s 
restart settings govern how the resumed run is handled. In Director, the operator selects the aborted sequence and uses the 
restart action; DataStage then applies the stored restart data for that particular sequence invocation. This makes restartable 
sequences especially useful for long-running production workflows, where restarting from a defined recovery point can avoid 
unnecessary re-execution of completed work. IBM describes the sequence-job restart process in its DataStage 
documentation on restarting sequence jobs and documents restartable-sequence behavior in the IBM Support knowledge 
base.

QUESTION NO: 7

The encrypt.sh or the encrypt.bat script can be used to do which of the following?

A. Secure sensitive personal data

B. To set up credentials files used by the dsjob command

C. Assisting in decoding encrypted rows of input during debugging

D. Assisting in preparing encrypted rows of output during job execution
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ANSWER: D 

Explanation:

“Assisting in preparing encrypted rows of output during job execution” is correct. The encrypt.sh and encrypt.bat 
utilities support the preparation of values that DataStage can use when encrypted output must be produced. This is useful 
when a job design needs to protect values written to an output target rather than expose sensitive values in clear text. The 
utility creates the encrypted representation required by the relevant DataStage configuration or job processing context, 
allowing the runtime to use that protected value while the job executes. In practice, this separates the preparation of 
encrypted material from the operational job flow and helps avoid placing a plain-text value directly in job design metadata or 
configuration. The scripts are platform-specific wrappers for the same purpose: encrypt.sh is used on UNIX or Linux 
systems, while encrypt.bat is used on Windows systems. IBM’s File Connector SSL guidance documents the use of the 
encryption utility when preparing protected values for secure connection configuration; see IBM Docs: Enabling SSL 
connections for the File Connector. Additional IBM DataStage documentation is available through IBM InfoSphere 
Information Server 11.3 documentation.

QUESTION NO: 8

Which of the following is the correct schema format for a Time column?

A. record (tField:time[hour:minute:second];)

B. record (tField:nullable time[];)

C. record (tField:time[seconds];)

D. record (tField:time[microseconds];)

ANSWER: C 

Explanation:

record (tField:time[seconds];) is the correct schema format. In an InfoSphere DataStage parallel-job schema, a 
Time field is declared with the time data type and a bracketed unit that specifies the field’s stored precision. The supported 
canonical representation for this question is seconds, so the complete field declaration is tField:time[seconds], 
enclosed in a record definition and terminated with a semicolon. This indicates that the column contains a time-of-day value 
represented to whole-second precision, rather than a date or timestamp value. The syntax also follows DataStage’s record-
schema convention: the column name precedes a colon, the data type and its precision parameter follow, and the field 
declaration ends with a semicolon. Time columns are useful when the value being modeled is only the time component, such 
as an event’s scheduled start time, without an associated calendar date. IBM’s DataStage documentation describes the 
available parallel-job data types and their schema representations; see the IBM InfoSphere Information Server 11.3 
documentation and the related IBM Support documentation resources.
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